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The Role of Open Source in Assisting Technology for the Disabled and its Future Outlook:
An Intermediate Report on the Joint Research with the Special Education College of Changchun
University and the Scientific Research Department of Changchun University

Haruyasu Ota

g B
*—72—A (open source) X7 7V —arvy7box27 (LT, V7 727) OikE
Hebwz by —A32—F (sorce code) #MERTRHATLEVIEZ T2 ERT L, KL W
IFEICEEFSLT, FOVI NI LT EHEALTCOLIVL, EEZFICLILLFELZREDOLEND
HTHROFERY 7 ho 273 bAA, BETCAFURELZVOWEL T -V 7 b7 b —H
W9, FEXIL20104E9H2~4HD3 HM, EEFERFRFERHEFB (Special Education College
of Changchung University) & EHKZFEREMZEHT (Scientific Research Department of Changchun
University) #Z#hf L7z, HEQIEWIERIZE [ H @O SEREREICBI AEEFE TR 2=
F—av] XBIATLAOME] O—RELT, =TV —AZEDLWIEH T DK
IEHEHRIZH 5. A TIE, BEERFHRBRHEFROBEFATHEOBIRIZOVWTHRET L & D

12, BEXBICBIAF—T YV —ADERIZOVWTETOEEZINZ 5.

Abstract; Source code is the blueprint of a software application. "Open source" is the concept of
making source code public, or "open," rather than exclusive, or "closed." But open source is not just
a means of publication: open-source software can also be redistributed, and third parties are allowed
to modify it. These points distinguish open-source software from conventional commercial software,
as well as from "free software," which can be obtained free of charge. The author visited the Special
Education College of Changchun University and Scientific Research Department of Changchun
University for three days, from September 2nd to 4th, 2010. The purpose of this visit was to
exchange information on research collaboration based on open source, as part of the publicly funded
research project "Building a System to Assist Information and Communications for Disabled Students
at Educational Institutions in Japan, China, and Korea." This paper reports on the current state of
support for disabled students at the Special Education College of Changchun University, and offers a
few observations on the significance of open source for disability support.
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